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MESSAGE
A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF STANDPROUD

With over 10 years of service in the Democratic Republic of the Congo – a 
country with little in the way of roads and infrastructure but whose territory is 
as vast as all of Western Europe – StandProud continues to be the country’s 
largest provider of no-cost orthopedic leg braces, corrective surgery and 
rehabilitative services to disabled children and young people. StandProud 
and local partner ACDF (Association Congolaise �Debout et Fier�) annually 
craft braces for hundreds of beneficiaries and carry out thousands of free 
brace repairs.  StandProud beneficiaries not only walk with greater dignity, 
but are integrated into the same schools as other children.  As visitors to the 
six StandProud/ACDF centers often remark, StandProud beneficiaries are 
also typically avid, unselfconscious dancers and soccer-players, comfortable 
with their disabilities and openly manifesting positive attitudes towards life.

2012 was for StandProud a special year in that, for the first time, the 
organization was able to secure property of its own to serve as home to 
one of its rehabilitation centers.  Major dedicated contributions by some 
of StandProud’s traditional partners enabled us to purchase land in Goma 
and construct there a new brace-crafting shop and rehabilitation home.  
Construction is scheduled for completion by the end of 2013, at which 
time ACDF/Goma will occupy the building and bring to an end over 10 
years of exorbitant rent payments. 

In other developments, StandProud added the post of Project Finance 
Manager, based in Kinshasa, and hired an expatriate for the position.  
Plans were laid as well for the addition of an expatriate Project Operations 
Manager for mid-2013. 

As in past years, word of the valuable assistance the project provides 
continues to spread, and we continue to see more children coming for 
treatment from locations deeper in the interior of the country.  Our own 
former beneficiaries, who, in their travels visiting extended family run into 
others whom they know could be helped, have brought many of these 
children to us.

I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank all of StandProud’s 
contributors, large and small, for their allegiance to the program and steady 
support throughout a period in which many world economies slowed and in 
which competition for scarce resources intensified.  I hope that, as they look 
through these pages, they are convinced that their contributions were well 
used and responding to very real, critical needs.

With appreciation,

Jay Nash           
Chair, StandProud



OUR VISION 
StandProud believes that

h all physically disabled persons should have access to the orthopedic 
equipment they require in order to achieve maximum possible dignity,  
mobility and independence, and

h a healthy society is one which permits and encourages the full  
integration of the physically disabled into all of its normal social  
and economic activities. 

OUR MISSION 
StandProud is a U.S.-registered, 501(c)(3) non-profit, a UK-registered charity and 
a Swiss charity created to provide international financial support for selected 
community organizations which: 

h provide leg braces (with corrective treatment rehabilitative services) at no 
cost to poor families with children who have been disabled by polio or who 
have similar disabilities, and

h promote the full integration of disabled persons into society via educational 
sponsorship and other initiatives.



OUR PARTNER ORGANIZATION
THE CONGOLESE ASSOCIATION “STANDING AND PROUD” (ACDF) 

StandProud provides support to the charity  l’Association Congolaise “Debout et 
Fier” (the Congolese Association “Standing and Proud”or “ACDF”). ACDF was 
founded in 1999 by a group of youths – themselves living with disabilities – to 
improve access to mobility-enhancing equipment and educational opportunities  
for other Congolese children and youth with disabilities. 
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PRINCIPLE ACTIVITY 

Since 1999, over 6000, young people 
have received leg braces crafted 
in StandProud/ACDF workshops in 
Kinshasa, Kalemie, Lubumbashi, Goma, 
Bunia and Butembo, hundreds of whom 
also benefitted from StandProud/ACDF-
financed corrective orthopedic surgery. 

Virtually all of these youth – many of 
whom could only crawl on hands and 
knees when they came seeking help 
– would have remained untreated for 
the remainder of their lives without the 
StandProud/ACDF intervention.



Kumbu Mwangu

WHO BENEFITS?
Though the beneficiaries are primarily youth who were paralyzed by polio during 
the first years of their lives, or who became paralyzed as a result of ill-advised 
injections in their hips during treatment for malaria, StandProud also supports 
ACDF to assist youth suffering from the milder forms of cerebral palsy, those 
born with club feet, and some with spinal cord injuries (all of whom were 
previously confined to wheelchairs for many years).
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WHO PROVIDES THESE SERVICES?
Most of the administrative and technical staff working with new beneficiaries 
are themselves disabled, former beneficiaries. This helps to build confidence 
for new beneficiaries and instill in them a positive, “can-do” attitude.  New 
beneficiaries see older beneficiaries with disabilities similar to theirs serving 
useful roles and moving around the community with complete self-assurance, 
often not even hesitating to wear shorts (exposing their special equipment to 
public view).

Having largely overcome self-consciousness, StandProud staff and beneficiaries 
tend to be out-going and highly active.  They participate in everyday social 
events of the community, and many especially enjoy dancing and playing soccer.

Staff members work largely on a volunteer or small-stipend basis only, but 
benefit from education sponsorships and opportunities to develop skills in 
accounting, administration, music, teaching, computer work, brace-making, and 
even driving.



WHAT ELSE DOES STANDPROUD DO?
In addition to financing the crafting of leg braces and corrective surgery, 
StandProud assists ACDF to: 

h maintain “rehabilitation homes” for children in the post-bracing 
rehabilitation phase (a period during which the beneficiaries get 
used to using their new equipment while staff make any adjustments 
necessary and work on building the beneficiary’s self-confidence),

h finance at least six months of school fees for new brace recipients, and 
pay school fees through completion of high school when possible (in 
the interest of ensuring that children with disabilities have equal access 
to educational opportunities as others, of “de-mystifying” disability for 
other students, educators and parents, and of promoting general social 
integration of the persons with disabilities),

h provide work experience for marginalized older disabled youth (so that 
they gain self-confidence and exposure to alternatives to begging on 
street corners or other non-productive behavior), 

h repair and replace equipment free of charge, and

h follow up on former beneficiaries to ensure that their braces still fit and 
that they are still using them.



1.  ORTHOPEDIC TREATMENT AND EQUIPMENT PROGRAM
 In 2012, StandProud (through Congolese partner ACDF) 

h served 859 beneficiaries in 6 ACDF brace-workshops across  
the country;

h crafted 2,171 new braces and brace accessories  (such as  
canes/crutches, adapted shoes, corsets, pelvic belts, etc.);

h did 3,657 brace repairs;
h financed 186 pre-bracing surgical interventions to correct deformities.

2. EDUCATION PROGRAM

In 2012, StandProud paid school fees for 186 youth with disabilities,  
30 in Kinshasa, 48 in Goma, 32 in Butembo, 42 in Bunia, 13 in Lubumbashi 
and 21 in Kalemie.

PROGRAM RESULTS 2012



EXPENSES US $396,121

REVENUE US $453,230

2012 FINANCIAL INFORMATION

PROGRAMS – 98%
(beneficiary care in Africa)

  PRIVATE DONORS 32%
 Small Donors under $5000 21% 

Jay Nash 9%
 Chant Family 1%
 Cashin Family 1%

 FOUNDATIONS 35%
 Fondation Philanthropia 19%

 Salie Family Foundation 2% 
Wildenstein Family Foundation 2%

  NON-GOVERNMENTAL  
ORGANIZATIONS (NGOS) 33%

 Welthungerhilfe 29%  
 

  PROGRAMS - 98%

 MANAGEMENT & FUNDRAISING - 2%
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I wasn’t sure…but it was true. They 
gave me two new braces for free!  
I am very grateful to the people 
responsible for this organization –  
may God bless them for receiving  
me like I were at home.

 Pascal Mutombo, age 26

I’m very happy – now I can walk  
without pain and go to school!

 Mariette Sifa, age 11

I’m so happy that I can walk to  
school and play with my friends  
in the evening. 

 

 Adela Fazili, age 15
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